
 
 

St.  Mark’s Anglican Church 
 
The Twentieth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 
Sunday, October 10, 2021 
 
The Holy Eucharist

 
Welcome to worship. The order of service is set forth in this service sheet. 
Please respond by saying the parts in bold type. 
Please wear your mask for the duration of the service. 
Please stand and kneel as you are able—and as is your custom.  
 
 

When the sacristy bells rings, all stand 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Celebrant The earth has yielded its harvest; 
People  God, our God, has blessed us. 
Celebrant You visit the earth and water it; 
People  you make it very plenteous. 
Celebrant You soften the ground with showers; 
People  and bless the increase of it. 
Celebrant You crown the year with your goodness; 
People  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
Celebrant The meadows are clothed with sheep; 
People  the valleys stand so thick with corn, they shout for joy and sing. 
Celebrant The earth has yielded its harvest; 
People  God, our God, has blessed us. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
All  to you all hearts are open, 
  all desires known, 
  and from you no secrets are hidden. 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
  that we may perfectly love you, 
  and worthily magnify your holy name; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



GLORY TO GOD  
 
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest, 
All  and peace to is people on earth. 
 
  Lord God, heavenly king, 
  almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory. 
  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
  Lord God, Lamb of God, 
  you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
   
  For you alone are the Holy One, 
  you alone are the Lord, 
  you alone are the Most High, 
  Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
  Creator of the fruitful earth, 
  you made us stewards of all things, 
  Give us grateful hearts for all your goodness, 
  and steadfast wills to use your bounty well, 
  that the whole human family, 
  today and in generations to come, 
  may with us give thanks for the riches of your creation. 
  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 

All sit 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
THE READING   Joel 2:21-27 
   Reader: Syme Jago 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! Do not fear, you 
animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree 
and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for 



he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the 
early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow 
with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, 
the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and 
be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And 
my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and 
that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to 
shame. 
 
Reader  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 126 
 

 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
  then were we like those who dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
Then they said among the nations, * 
  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
The LORD has done great things for us, * 
  and we are glad indeed. 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
Those who sowed with tears * 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

 All stand 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 6:25-33 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 



Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rector 
 

All stand 
 
THE NICENE CREED   
 
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All   We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified  
  under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life,  



  who proceeds from the Father.  
  With the Father and the Son  
  he is worshipped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic  
  and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism  
  for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Leader: Syme Jago 
 
Leader  Let us pray to God, the Lord of the harvest, 

that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation. 
 

Lord of creation, 
we see that the fields are ripe for harvesting: 
we pray for your Church, 
that it may be ready to gather fruit for eternal life. 
Lord of the harvest, 

People  in your mercy hear us. 
 
Leader  You have created the universe by your eternal Word, 

and have blessed humankind in giving us dominion over the earth: 
we pray for the world, 
that we may honour and share its resources, 
and live in reverence for the creation 
and in harmony with one another. 
Lord of the harvest, 

People  in your mercy hear us. 
 
Leader  Your Son has promised that the Spirit will lead us into all truth: 

we pray for the community in which you have set us, 
for one another and for ourselves, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace. 
Lord of the harvest, 

People  in your mercy hear us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leader  You have given your people a rich land, 
yet by sin we have made a world of suffering and sorrow: 
we pray for those who bear the weight of affliction, 
especially Gillian MacKay, Terry, Don Dicarlo, Jan Brown, Lisa,  
Dorothy Walker, Sharon, Dick, Doug Garrett, Bev Garrett, Jodey Porter,  
Sean, and Joshua. And for those shut in their homes, Fred Habermehl, Fred 
Dixon, Joy Ormsby, Selina Appleby, and Joan Draper. 
that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty. 
Lord of the harvest, 

People  in your mercy hear us. 
 
Leader  Your Son Jesus Christ is the first-fruits of the resurrection 

and will reap the harvest of the dead at the end of time: 
we pray that he will gather us all together 
with Gisela Kozak and all those who have gone before 
in the banquet of the age to come. 
Lord of the harvest, 

People  in your mercy hear us. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, Father of all mercies 
All  we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 
 God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
 he welcomes sinners  
 and invites them to his table. 
 Let us confess our sins, 
 confident in God’s forgiveness. 



All remain standing or kneel. Silence is kept 
 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
All we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us, 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
 and keep you in eternal life; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Amen. 
 
THE PEACE    
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The peace is shared by BOWING at one another. Please refrain from physical contact 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

All stand 
 
THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS       
 
Celebrant Source of all life,  

the heaven and earth are yours, 
yet you have given us dominion over all things. 
Receive the symbols of our labour and love 
which we offer you this day, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen.                                                  
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
 we give you thanks and praise 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who on this first day of the week 
 overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection 
 opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 In our unending joy 
 we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven 
 as we raise our voices 
 to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord  
  God of power and might,  
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
  Hosanna in the highest.  
 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the Highest.  

 
All remain standing or kneel 

 
Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  
  for the goodness and love  
  you have made known to us in creation;  
  in calling Israel to be your people;  
  in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
  and above all in the Word made flesh,  
  Jesus your Son.  
  For in these last days you sent him  
  to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  
  In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
  and made us worthy to stand before you.  



  In him, you have brought us  
  out of error into truth,  
  out of sin into righteousness,  
  out of death into life. 

 
On the night he was handed over  

  to suffering and death,  
  a death he freely accepted,  
  our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  
  and when he had given thanks to you,  
  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples  
  and said, “Take, eat:  
  this is my body which is given for you.  
  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
  After supper he took the cup of wine;  
  and when he had given thanks,  
  he gave it to them,  
  and said, “Drink this, all of you;  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
  which is shed for you and for many  
  for the forgiveness of sins.  
  Whenever you drink it,  
  do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
All  we remember his death,  
  we proclaim his resurrection,  
  we await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice  
  of praise and thanksgiving  
  to you, Lord of all;  
  presenting to you, from your creation,  
  this bread and this wine.  
 
  We pray you, gracious God,  
  to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  
  that they may be the sacrament  
  of the body of Christ  
  and his blood of the new covenant.  
  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  
  that we, made acceptable in him,  
  may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

 
 



In the fullness of time,  
  reconcile all things in Christ  
  and make them new,  
  and bring us to that city of light  
  where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  the firstborn of all creation,  
  the head of the Church,  
  and the author of our salvation;  
 
  by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
  all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  
  now and forever. 
People  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE FRACTION  
 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Eucharist is distributed in one kind only 
Please follow the directions of the greeters as you make your way to the front of the church 

 
 
 



The Diocese of Niagara guidelines for receiving communion are: 
“Communicants are to sanitize their hands, receive the host while continuing to wear a mask and 
maintaining physical distance with all others except the communion minister. Once physical 
distance from the communion minister has been re-established, they are to briefly lower or remove 
their mask, consume the host, and replace the mask.” 

 
After communion, all stand for 

 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
Celebrant God our hope,  

in this eucharist we find the source of all your blessings. 
Nourished in these holy mysteries 
may we, with our lives, 
give you continual thanks and praise. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, 
 can do infinitely more  
 than we can ask or imagine. 
 Glory to God from generation to generation, 
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Celebrant May the peace of God,  
 which passes all understanding 
 keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 
 and of his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 And the blessing of God Almighty: 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 be upon you and remain with you always. 
People Amen.   
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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