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St.  Mark’s Anglican Church 

 

Advent Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 

 

The Holy Eucharist

 

Welcome to St. Mark’s.  

 

The order of service is set forth in this service sheet. 

Please respond by saying the parts in bold type. 

Please wear your mask for the duration of the service. 

Please stand and kneel as you are able—and as is your custom.  

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

When the sacristy bells rings, all stand 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  and the love of God, 

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, 

All  to you all hearts are open, 

  all desires known, 

  and from you no secrets are hidden. 

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

  that we may perfectly love you, 

  and worthily magnify your holy name; 

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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HYMN Stuttgart 

 harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 

  

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 

born to set thy people free;   hope of all the earth thou art; 

from our fears and sins release us;  dear desire of every nation, 

let us find our rest in thee.   joy of every longing heart. 

 

3. Born thy people to deliver;   4. By thine own eternal Spirit, 

born a child and yet a King;   rule in all our hearts alone; 

born to reign in us forever:   by thy all-sufficient merit, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring.  raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 - Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and put on the armour of light,  

now in the time of this mortal life  

in which your Son Jesus Christ  

came to us in great humility,  

that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge both the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

All sit 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

       Reader: Jane De Munnich 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 

will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 

“The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

Reader  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  25:1-9 

                  

 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

  let me not be humiliated, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

  and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  in you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

  for they are from everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *   

 remember me according to your love 

  and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

He guides the humble in doing right * 

  and teaches his way to the lowly. 

All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

  to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 Reader: Jane De Munnich 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 

of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 

our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 

all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 

may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

Reader Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand 

HYMN Puer Nobis 

 Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) 

  

1. Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 2. Forth from his chamber goeth he 

And manifest thy virgin birth:  That royal home of purity, 

Let every age adoring fall;   A giant in twofold substance one, 

Such birth befits the God of all.  Rejoicing now his course to run. 
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3. From God the Father he proceeds, 4. O equal to thy Father, thou! 

To God the Father back he speeds;  Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 

His course he runs to death and hell,  The weakness of our mortal state 

Returning on God’s throne to dwell. With deathless might invigorate. 
 

5. Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,  6. All laud, eternal Son, to thee 

And darkness breathe a newer light.  Whose advent sets thy people free. 

Where endless faith shall shine serene, Whom with the Father we adore, 

And twilight never intervene.   And Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen. 
 

 - St Ambrose (340-397) 

 trans. J. M. Neale (1818-1866) and others 

 

GOSPEL   Luke 21:25-36 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding 

of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will 

see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin 

to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he 

told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can 

see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 

pass away. Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 

and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon 

all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

THE SERMON   The Rector 

 

THE NICENE CREED   

 

Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

All   We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

  the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, Light from Light,  

  true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made,  

  of one being with the Father.  

  Through him all things were made.  

  For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

  and was made man.  

  For our sake he was crucified  

  under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory  

  to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father.  

  With the Father and the Son  

  he is worshipped and glorified.  

  He has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy catholic  

  and apostolic Church.  

  We acknowledge one baptism  

  for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                             Leader: Jane De Munnich 

 

Leader  In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer,  

saying, “Lord Jesus, come soon!” 

 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the 

ends of the earth: come and teach us how to live.  
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People  Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the 

burning bush and you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and 

ransom us.  

People Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will keep 

silence before you and all peoples will summon you to their aid: come, set us free 

and delay no more.  

People Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut; 

you shut and none can open: come and free the captives from prison.  

People Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: 

come and enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

People Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: Cornerstone, you make 

opposing nations one: come and save the creature you fashioned from clay.  

People Lord Jesus, come soon!  

 

Leader O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us,  

Lord our God.  

People  Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

Celebrant Eternal God,  

 you have warned us that your Son the Bridegroom will come at midnight,  

 at an hour we are least aware.  

 Let us ever hear the cry, “The bridegroom is coming,”  

 so that we may never be unprepared to meet him,  

 our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 

 God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

 he welcomes sinners  

 and invites them to his table. 

 Let us confess our sins, 

 confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

All remain standing or kneel. Silence is kept 
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Celebrant Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed, 

 by what we have done, 

 and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 have mercy on us and forgive us, 

 that we may delight in your will, 

 and walk in your ways, 

 to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

 and keep you in eternal life; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 

 

THE PEACE    

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The peace is shared by BOWING at one another. Please refrain from physical contact 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

HYMN  Irish  

 Dublin, 1749 

 

1. “Your Kingdom Come”—on bended knee  2. But the slow watches of the night 

the passing ages pray;     not less to God belong, 

and faithful souls have yearned to see  and for the everlasting right 

on earth that kingdom’s day.    the silent stars are strong. 

 

3. And lo, already on the hills  4. the day in whose clear shining light 

the flags of dawn appear.    all wrong shall stand revealed, 

Gird up your loins, you prophets souls;  when justice shall be throned in might, 

proclaim the day is near:    and every hurt be healed; 
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5. when knowledge, hand in hand with peace,  

   shall walk the earth abroad— 

   the day of perfect righteousness, 

   the promised day of God. 

 

 -Frederick Lucian Hosmer (1840-1929), alt. 

 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS       

 

Celebrant God of love and power,  

your word stirs within us  

the expectation of the coming of your Son.  

Accept all we offer you this day,  

and sustain us with your promise of eternal life.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen.                                                  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

we give you thanks and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,  

and opened to us the way of salvation.  

Now we watch for the day when he will come again  

in power and great triumph to judge this world,  

that we, without shame or fear,  

may rejoice to behold his appearing.  

Therefore we praise you,  

joining our voices with angels and archangels  

and with all the company of heaven,  

who for ever sing this hymn  

to proclaim the glory of your name. 
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord  

  God of power and might,  

  heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

  Hosanna in the highest.  

 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the Highest.  

 

All remain standing or kneel 

 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  

  for the goodness and love  

  you have made known to us in creation;  

  in calling Israel to be your people;  

  in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

  and above all in the Word made flesh,  

  Jesus your Son.  

  For in these last days you sent him  

  to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

  to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  

  In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

  and made us worthy to stand before you.  

  In him, you have brought us  

  out of error into truth,  

  out of sin into righteousness,  

  out of death into life. 

 

On the night he was handed over  

  to suffering and death,  

  a death he freely accepted,  

  our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  

  and when he had given thanks to you,  

  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples  

  and said, “Take, eat:  

  this is my body which is given for you.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

  After supper he took the cup of wine;  

  and when he had given thanks,  

  he gave it to them,  

  and said, “Drink this, all of you;  

  this is my blood of the new covenant,  

  which is shed for you and for many  

  for the forgiveness of sins.  

  Whenever you drink it,  

  do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All  we remember his death,  

  we proclaim his resurrection,  

  we await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice  

  of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all;  

  presenting to you, from your creation,  

  this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God,  

  to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  

  that they may be the sacrament  

  of the body of Christ  

  and his blood of the new covenant.  

  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

  that we, made acceptable in him,  

  may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In the fullness of time,  

  reconcile all things in Christ and make them new,  

  and bring us to that city of light  

  where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

  and the author of our salvation;  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

  now and forever. 

People  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name; 

  thy kingdom come; 

  thy will be done; 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; 

  but deliver us from evil. 
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  For thine is the kingdom, 

  the power and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

THE FRACTION  

 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Holy Eucharist is distributed in one kind only 

Please follow the directions of the greeters as you make your way to the front of the church 

 

The Diocese of Niagara guidelines for receiving communion are: 

“Communicants are to sanitize their hands, receive the host while continuing to wear a mask and 

maintaining physical distance with all others except the communion minister. Once physical 

distance from the communion minister has been re-established, they are to briefly lower or remove 

their mask, consume the host, and replace the mask.” 

 

After communion, all stand for 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

Celebrant God for whom we wait,  

you have fed us with the bread of eternal life.  

Keep us ever watchful,  

that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man.  

We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord. 

People  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

All whose power, working in us, 

 can do infinitely more  

 than we can ask or imagine. 

 Glory to God from generation to generation, 

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

 

Celebrant May the peace of God, which passes all understanding 

 keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 

 and of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

 be upon you and remain with you always. 

People Amen. 

   

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Gospeller Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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